
 

 

  What About Wonder Woman?  
 

One Rhode Island  
Charter School’s Perspective  
on Waiting for Superman 

     

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But what about all 
the other kids?   

Over the past five years almost 
$10 billion in local, state, and 
federal tax dollars have been 
invested in Rhode Island’s public 
schools. Nationally, we have 
invested $2.4 trillion.  
 

We cannot afford to abandon traditional 
public schools and risk furthering the 
achievement gap between the “haves” 
and “have-nots.”  To make good on our 
multi-trillion dollar investment, we must 
improve traditional public schools—
which educate almost 97% of our 
students. One superhero or one 
approach to reform isn’t likely to work 
everywhere. Let’s not set up charter 
schools as the silver bullet solution or 
public school teachers as the problem. 
We must fight for all our children and 
their schools, not fight one another.  

So what are we doing to change things? 

Great ideas don’t spread themselves. The Learning Community 
was founded with a dual purpose: build a great school serving a 
high-poverty community and systematically share what works.  

Despite one of the state’s highest poverty rates (88%), Learning Community 
students are succeeding. For 4 years they have outperformed peers from 
sending districts in reading and math. We exceed the expected performance 
for a school with our level of poverty by 25% in reading and 45% in math.  

Our effort to share what works includes a ground-breaking professional 
development partnership with the Central Falls School District to transform 
reading instruction. This is the only place in the nation where charter school 

teachers are working alongside colleagues from traditional schools right in 
the classroom. The result? Dramatic improvement in every elementary 
school - last year reading scores increased by 30 points in grades K-2. 

We are working on multiple levels – in the classroom, with principals and 
specialists, and at a district level to remove bureaucratic hurdles. We’re 
honing instructional techniques, implementing new assessments, using data 
and providing targeted support to struggling learners. And we are doing 
this together. In 2011, we’ll serve over 1400 students K-5 in Central Falls and 
500 students at The Learning Community.  

By working across  
charter-district lines we are 

leveraging lessons from one 
school to reach thousands of 
students.  Teachers in BOTH  
places share high standards  

for all students. 

What do we think about the movie? 

Waiting for Superman highlights challenges students, families 
and educators in our nation’s cities face daily. The film’s 
urgency is welcome to anyone who knows firsthand the 
pressure that poverty puts on our children and our classrooms.  

More controversial is what we, as a community and as a nation, need to do 
to change things. The film has been criticized for focusing solely on charter 
school successes and not including examples of effective traditional public 
schools.  At The Learning Community, a public charter school serving 
Rhode Island’s highest poverty community, we feel a responsibility to 
suggest alternatives.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Great! But what can you do? 
Let’s take the sense of urgency and compassion from 
Waiting for Superman and make something happen 
right here in Rhode Island.  
 
 

LEARN MORE 

Visit schools and see for yourself.  Get a feel for the people 
and the culture. Ask questions. Attend an athletic event, science 
fair, performance or open house at a local public school.  We’d 
love to host you for a tour of The Learning Community.   
e-mail  andrena@thelearningcommunity.com   or call 401-722-9998 

Check the data.  InfoWorks! is RI’s data portal on public schools.  
infoworks.ride.ri.gov 

 
Read the education news, reports and blogs.   
Education Week     
www.edweek.org/ew/section/free-content/index.html 

Think national. State policy is heavily influenced by the federal 
government. Get up to speed on Obama’s education agenda. 
www.ed.gov 

Follow the policies and the budget. Our state is facing 
challenging financial times. Watch our investment in education 
to see if it matches your priorities.   
RI Kids Count  (www.rikidscount.org) 
Poverty Institute  (www.povertyinstitute.org)  
RI-CAN  (www.ri-can.org) 
RI General Assembly (www.rilin.state.ri.us) 

 
 
GET INVOLVED 

Listen and participate. Every week brings school board 
meetings, Regents meetings and other public forums that offer 
the chance to listen to and speak with policymakers.   
www.ride.ri.gov/Regents/ 
sos.ri.gov/publicinfo/openmeetings/ 

Volunteer. Get involved with a child, a school or a 
neighborhood group. Whole communities, not just schools, 
support our children.   
www.vcri.org 

Make a donation. Support excellent schools and non-profits.  
To make a donation to The Learning Community visit   
www.thelearningcommunity.com   

 

The Learning Community  
21 Lincoln Avenue 
Central Falls, RI  02863 
401-722-9998 

Learn more about our work, get on 
our mailing list or make a donation 
on our web site: 
 
www.thelearningcommunity.com 

www.facebook.com/learningcommunity 
 

Proving poverty  
is not a barrier  
to student achievement.   
Join us.  

 

Ready? We can’t 
wait either. 


