
Expanded Learning Opportunities 
in Rhode Island: An Overview

Why are Expanded 
Learning Opportunities 
critical?

	 As	demands	on	educators	increase	
to	deliver	high-quality	outcomes	within	
a	traditional	six-hour,	180-day	school	
year,	educators	and	policymakers	must	
work	together	to	provide	the	resources,	
supports,	and	services	that	will	address	

opportunity	gaps	and	ensure	that	students	
graduate	from	high	school	prepared	for	
higher	education	and	the	workforce.	
Providing	programs	that	expand	learning	
for	students,	such	as	afterschool	and	
summer	learning	programs,	can	improve	
education	outcomes,	and	help	ensure	that	
Rhode	Island	children	grow	into	success-
ful	adults.
	 A	growing	body	of	research	sug-

gests	that	much	of	the	achievement	gap	
between	lower-income	and	higher-income	
students	is	a	result	of	what	students	
experience	outside	of	the	classroom.	
Generally,	low-income	students	learn	as	
rapidly	as	middle-	and	high-income	peers	
during	the	hours	spent	in	school.	Where	
they	lose	ground,	though,	is	in	their	lack	
of	participation	in	expanded	learning	op-
portunities	during	afterschool	hours	and	
summer	vacations.1	
	 Expanded	Learning	Opportunities	
can	benefit	all	of	Rhode	Island’s	children,	
whether	they	live	in	urban,	suburban,	
or	rural	communities.	Research	demon-
strates	that	expanded	learning	opportuni-
ties	can	increase	standardized	math	test	
scores,	and	improve	student	work	habits	
necessary	for	school	success.2	Additionally,	
a	2007	study	of	the	LA’s	bEst	afterschool	
program	in	Los	Angeles,	calif.	found	that	
every	dollar	invested	in	the	program	saved	
the	city	$2.50	in	crime-related	costs.3

What are Expanded 
Learning Opportunities?

	 Expanded	Learning	Opportunities	
offer	children	and	youth	access	to	
academic	enrichment	through	hands-on,	
experiential	learning	programs	outside	of	
traditional	school	hours.4	these	activities	
and	approaches	often	involve	partnerships	
between	schools	and	community-based	
organizations.	
	 the	umbrella	of	expanded	learning	
opportunities	encompasses	a	variety	of	
models,	including:	afterschool,	summer	
learning,	extended	day/year	programs,	
full-service	community	schools,	school-
community	networks,	online	learning,	
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Envisioning a Rhode Island that maximizes how, when, and where children and youth learn to ensure their success.

Types of Expanded Learning Opportunities

Afterschool – Structured programs in out-of-school time that 
coordinate/align with schools and provide children and youth  
with relevant, hands-on learning experiences designed to promote 
their academic, social, and emotional development and equip with 
lifelong skills for college work and life. 

Summer Learning Programs – Structured programs and 
enrichment activities designed to supplement academic learning 
and promote enrichment opportunities during the non-school 
summer months.

Expanded Learning Opportunities for High School Students 
Programs that provide high school students with career and  
college readiness and that enable participating students to receive 
credit toward graduation for approved internships or through 
participation in out-of-school programs, creating multiple pathways 
to graduation. These students would be entitled to receive credit 
upon demonstration that what they learned met academic stan-
dards set by the school and the state. 

Full-Service Community Schools – Comprehensive public 
schools that provide a range of services and supports for children, 
youth, and families across the day and throughout the year.

Extended Day and Year Schools – School models that expand 
the traditional school day and calendar in order to balance the  
core curriculum with enrichment opportunities, often including 
afterschool programs.

Chart Courtesy of Harvard Family Research Project. Little, P.M. (2009). 
Supporting Student Success Through Expanded Learning Opportunities.
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Trends in expanded 
learning

National Trends
While	21st	century	community	Learning	
centers	and	the	Full-service	community	
school	model	have	been	successful	in	
many	sites	throughout	the	country,	the	U.s.	
Department	of	Education	has	proposed	
collapsing	them	into	a	broader	federal	
funding	stream,	which	will	likely	result	in	
a	transition	of	many	of	these	successful	
programs	in	Rhode	Island	and	elsewhere.12	
this	change	could	result	in	reduced	
funding	for	expanded	learning	opportuni-
ties	in	Rhode	Island,	particularly	for	the	
eight	communities	that	currently	have	
21st	century	community	Learning	center	
programs.	One	of	the	administration’s	new	
models,	Promise	Neighborhoods,	would	
provide	competitive	grants	to	support	
fewer	localities	to	provide	a	continuum	
of	community	services	to	improve	the	
educational	outcomes	in	children,	similar	
to	the	Harlem	children’s	Zone	model	based	
in	New	York	city.13

	 the	U.s.	Department	of	Education	
is	also	encouraging	districts	and	states	to	
invest	in	expanded	learning	opportuni-
ties	as	part	of	whole-school	reform	efforts.	
the	Race	to	the	top	application,	as	well	
as	other	guidelines	for	federal	funding,	
specifically	identify	expanded	learning	op-
portunities	as	a	possible	element	in	school	
turnaround	strategies.

State Trends
In	Rhode	Island,	the	Governor’s	Urban	
Education	taskforce	looked	specifically	at	
this	topic	through	its	expanded	learning	
time	subcommittee.	the	final	report	of	the	
taskforce	had	several	recommendations	
regarding	expanded	learning	opportunities,	
including	the	creation	of	a	state-expanded,	
learning	time	initiative	and	the	inclusion	
of	the	higher	education	system	in	ex-
panded	learning	efforts.14	the	Rhode	Island	
Department	of	Elementary	and	secondary	
Education	has	also	stressed	the	importance	
of	expanded	learning	opportunities	in	the	
recently	revised	basic	Education	Program	
Regulations	and	the	commissioner’s	stra-
tegic	Plan.	the	basic	Education	Program	
devotes	an	entire	section	to	expanded	
learning	opportunities,	and	states	that	
school	districts	must	develop	and	imple-
ment	policies	that	allow	students	to	engage	
in	out-of-school	time	programming	to	

and	alternative	high	school	credit	pro-
grams.5	Funding	for	expanded	learning	
programs	comes	from	a	variety	of	sources,	
including	the	federal	government,	
municipalities,	school	districts,	tuition,	
fees,	and	in-kind	support	from	partner	
organizations.	

Highlights of Expanded 
Learning Opportunities 
in Rhode Island

Afterschool Partnerships
Afterschool	programs	comprise	the	
largest	percentage	of	expanded	learning	
opportunities	in	Rhode	Island.	Afterschool	
professionals	throughout	Rhode	Island	
deliver	services	to	students	in	a	variety	of	
ways	and	settings.	For	example,	the	21st	
century	community	Learning	center	
Program	at	Deering	Middle	school	in	
West	Warwick	is	operated	by	the	YMcA	in	
partnership	with	the	West	Warwick	school	
Department.	the	program	partners	with	
several	community	organizations	to	
provide	programming	for	students	in	
specified	areas,	including	arts,	sports,		
and	tutoring.	

Summer Learning Programs 
All	students,	regardless	of	their	geographic	
location	or	family	income,	experience	
summer	learning	loss	that	hampers	their	
academic	progress	if	they	do	not	engage	
in	learning	activities	during	the	sum-
mer	months.6	In	addition	to	traditional	
summer	school	and	summer	camps,	
organizations	such	as	boys	&	Girls	clubs	
and	YMcAs	in	Rhode	Island	offer	summer	
programming	that	blends	not	only	hands-
on	learning	experiences,	but	recreation,	
fitness,	and	other	activities	that	support	
the	growth	and	development	of	children.7	
Rhode	Island	also	has	a	nationally	recog-
nized	summer	Learning	Demonstration	
Program,	funded	by	the	Nellie	Mae	Edu-
cation	Foundation.	this	program,	operat-
ing	in	four	Rhode	Island	communities,	
encourages	partnerships	between	schools	
and	community	organizations	to	create	
hands-on,	experiential	learning	activities	
for	students	during	the	summer	months.8	
One	of	these	programs,	located	at	calcutt	
Middle	school	in	central	Falls,	has	
already	shown	academic	gains	among	
students	who	participated	in	the	program,	
effectively	stemming	summer	learning	
loss	among	participating	children.

Full-Service Community Schools
Rhode	Island	was	at	the	forefront	of	the	
Full-service	community	school	Model,	
when	it	created	child	Opportunity	Zones	
in	the	early	1990s.	since	that	time,	the	
model	has	grown,	and	child	opportunity	
zones	can	be	found	in	ten	Rhode	Island	
communities.9	In	2008,	Rhode	Island	
was	also	awarded	one	of	only	ten	federal	
grants	nationwide	to	support	full-service	
community	school	efforts	in	Providence.10		

Expanded Learning Time Pilot
One	of	the	recommendations	from	
Governor	carcieri’s	Urban	Education	
taskforce	Report	was	the	creation	of	a	
Rhode	Island	pilot	program	using	the	
expanded	learning	time	models	developed	
in	Massachusetts	and	New	York	city	that	
increase	the	length	of	the	school	day	and	
school	year.11	the	FY2009	state	budget	
included	$100,000	to	fund	planning	
grants	for	schools	interested	in	pursuing	
this	model	of	expanded	learning.	Four	
sites	in	the	state	have	planned	school-day	
expansion	through	school-community	
partnerships	in	order	to	enhance	learning	
for	students.	schools	participating	in	the	
pilot	project	are	Veazie	street	Elementary	
and	Gilbert	stuart	Middle	school	in	Provi-
dence,	citizens	Memorial	Elementary	in	
Woonsocket,	and	calcutt	Middle	school	in	
central	Falls.	the	Rhode	Island	Expanded	
Learning	time	pilot	is	being	jointly	man-
aged	through	a	partnership	between	the	
Rhode	Island	Department	of	Elementary	
and	secondary	Education	(RIDE),	the	
Rhode	Island	Afterschool	Plus	Alliance,	
and	the	Governor’s	Office.

Expanded Learning 
Opportunities for High School 
Graduation Credit
teams	in	three	Rhode	Island	cities	are	
also	working	to	determine	how	students	
receive	academic	credit	toward	gradua-
tion	for	their	participation	in	expanded	
learning	opportunities	outside	the	
classroom,	including	internships,	arts	
programs,	and	e-learning.	this	initiative	
is	privately	funded	through	a	grant	from	
the	Nellie	Mae	Education	Foundation		
and	the	charles	stewart	Mott	Foundation.	
Implementation	will	begin	in	the	2010	–	
2011	school	year.	students	in	every		
district	and	community	in	Rhode	Island	
can	benefit	from	access	to	this	type		
of	opportunity.2
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fulfill	academic,	graduation,	or	credit	
requirements.15	In	addition,	districts	must	
provide	students	with	opportunities	to	en-
gage	in	experiential	learning,	community	
service,	and	hands-on	skill	building.16

	 Rhode	Island	has	also	taken	steps	to	
improve	afterschool	and	summer	learn-
ing	policies	in	the	state.	In	2009,	Gover-
nor	carcieri	signed	into	law	a	bill	that	
directed	RIDE	to	submit	a	report	detailing	
the	current	afterschool	and	summer	
learning	landscape	in	Rhode	Island	and	
to	create	a	plan	for	a	state-funded	after-
school	and	summer	learning	system.	In	
2009,	the	General	Assembly	also	formed	
the	Joint	Legislative	taskforce	on	summer	
Learning,	which	looked	at	the	benefits	of	
summer	learning	and	models	of	high-
quality	programming	currently	existing	
in	Rhode	Island.	the	summer	Learning	
taskforce	report	includes	recommenda-
tions	to	the	General	Assembly	on	how	
Rhode	Island	can	improve	student	aca-
demic	success	through	increased	support	
for	summer	learning	initiatives.

Local Trends
At	the	local	level,	several	districts	in	
Rhode	Island	are	embracing	expanded	
learning	opportunities	as	a	way	to	
complement	classroom	learning.	central	

Falls	and	Woonsocket	have	adopted	ex-
panded	learning	policies,	and	Providence	
is	in	the	planning	process	for	a	similar	
policy	to	ensure	that	students	have	the	
opportunity	to	participate	in	expanded	
learning	programs	that	will	increase	their	
academic	success	and,	in	some	cases,	also	
receive	academic	credit	for	doing	so.	
	 Providence	has	also	been	a	national	
leader	in	its	efforts	to	build	a	citywide	

system	of	afterschool	providers	to	improve	
access	for	middle	school	students.	Ad-
ditionally,	Providence	is	one	of	two	cities	
nationwide	that	is	participating	in	the	
charles	stewart	Mott	Foundation’s	New	
Day	for	Learning	Initiative.	this	initiative	
is	a	collaboration	between	the	Providence	
After	school	Alliance	(PAsA)	and	the	
Providence	Public	schools	to	re-imagine	
how,	when,	and	where	students	learn.

Expanded Learning Opportunities lead to 
academic success

• Last year in Rhode Island, 31% of elementary participants in 21st 
Century Community Learning Center programs, and 14% of mid-
dle and high school participants in 21st CCLC programs improved 
their math NECAP score from not proficient to proficient or above.

• Sixty-six percent of 21st CCLC students’ teachers report improve-
ment in homework completion and class participation.

• Researchers at MDRC found that as little as 45 minutes of focused 
academic instruction during afterschool, using specially created 
materials, resulted in a statistically significant increase in students’ 
math scores. 

• The Promising Afterschool Programs Study, a study of about 3,000 
low-income, ethnically diverse elementary and middle school stu-
dents, found that regular participation in high-quality afterschool 
programs is linked to significant gains in standardized test scores 
and work habits. 
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Local-Level Recommendations
•	Local	school	districts	should	adopt	

and	implement	policies	regarding	
expanded	learning	opportunities	that	
increase	student	access	to	programs	
and	encourage	partnerships	between	
schools	and	local	communities.

•	 Improve	coordination	between	
schools,	parks	and	recreation	depart-
ments,	libraries,	and	other	govern-
ment	and	private	agencies	to	facilitate	
collaborations	on	programming,	share	
resources,	and	expand	access	to	high-
quality	programs	for	children	and	
youth	in	the	community.

•	Libraries,	schools,	and	other	af-
terschool	and	expanded	learning	
programs	should	solicit	feedback	from	
children,	youth,	and	their	families	to	
develop	new	programs	and	inform	ex-
isting	ones	in	order	to	ensure	that	all	
programs	are	well	attended	and	valued	
by	the	community	that	they	wish		
to	serve.

Recommendations

Federal-Level Recommendations
•	Reauthorization	of	the	Elementary	and	

secondary	Education	Act	(EsEA,	also	
known	as	No	child	Left	behind)	should	

maintain	separate	funding	streams	
for	21st	century	community	Learn-
ing	centers,	Full-service	community	
schools,	and	Expanded	Learning	time	
initiatives.

•	Reauthorization	of	the	EsEA	should	
maintain	formula	funding	for	21st	
century	community	Learning	centers	
so	that	all	states	and	a	broader	subsec-
tion	of	communities	have	access	to	
funding	that	supports	expanded	learn-
ing	time	to	increase	student	academic	
achievement.

•	All	federal	allocations,	including	those	
for	expanded	learning	time	initiatives,	
should	require	programs	to	involve	
community	partners	with	track	records	
of	success	in	working	with	children	and	
youth.

State-Level Recommendations
•	create	a	dedicated	state	funding	stream	

for	summer	learning	programs	that	
will	allow	for	growth	and	innovation	
in	the	way	districts	and	community	
partners	deliver	programming	during	
the	summer	months.

•	sustain	and	expand	the	state-expanded,	
learning	time	initiative	to	allow	cur-
rent	planning	sites	to	implement	their	
plans,	and	to	allow	other	schools	and	
districts	wishing	to	implement	this	
model	to	begin	the	planning	process.	
the	state	should	also	reinforce	the		

importance	of	community	partners	
when	implementing	the	expanded	
learning	time	model.

•	sustain	state	funding	for	child	Oppor-
tunity	Zones/Full-service	community	
schools	to	support	the	work	of	schools	

through	the	coordination	of	educa-
tion,	health,	and	social	services	to	meet	
the	needs	of	children	and	families	to	
strengthen	student	
achievement.

•	RIDE	should	
further	define	
expanded	learning	
opportunities	for	
districts,	and	outline	
how	federal	and	
state	funds	can		
be	used	for	the	
purposes	of	
expanded	learning.

•	RIDE	should	work	
with	the	commis-
sioner	of	Higher	
Education	and	local	
colleges	and	univer-
sities	to	explore	how	
they	can	support	
expanded	learning	
opportunities	in	
Rhode	Island’s	K-12	
schools.

•	Afterschool	
programs	and	
schools	should	work	
together	to	integrate	
science,	technology,	
engineering,	and	
math	into	program-
ming	for	children	
and	youth.
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A 2009 survey of Rhode Island parents found 
widespread support for afterschool programs.

• Twenty-seven percent of Rhode Island’s K-12 children are respon-
sible for taking care of themselves after school.

• Ninety-three percent of Rhode Island adults surveyed agreed 
that there should be some organized activities for children to do 
after school.

• Eighty-six percent of adults surveyed support public funding for 
afterschool programs.

• Seventy-seven percent of Rhode Island parents are satisfied with 
their child’s afterschool program.

A map of Rhode Island 
afterschool programs

School-Based Programs 

Community-Based Programs 

School-Based/Community-Based Programs 

Other Types of Programs (faith-based, museums, etc.)

Map available at
www.afterschoolri.org
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